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Suit: Huntington Beach police covered up rape "<~

May 17, 2010 | BY ANMIE BURRIS

HUNTHGETON BEACH = A woman s Blsd @ lawiuk sgainet B city of Hunfinglon Beach, alleging thal the
Prdica Dieparimesnd and the police chisl fied o cover up abuse inchudng rape and sodaonmy by he
ex-bonfeiand, a foomer pobice ofces.

T suit flkad iy & in Qrange County Suparior Court also alleges assaull, balary, false Imprisonment,
slabang, intertonal inflecion of emotional dsingss and doprvation of tail nghis by Tormner Boyiiend, James
Rictrerts W,

Reberts was arested in September and changed wilh 20 feory counts, inchuding rage and foecitls sadoaty.
He pleated nod gislty 1o &l of the chesges and a predimnany heanng is sed for Juns 28,
Contsct the wriber:

Rolbaris’ attamey John Bamett was nod immadiately svadlable for comment about the lawsuls, sburis@ocragister.com

Thie Hutinglon Beach Polce Ddepaniment fired Roberts in April after an intemal investigation. Police o 74947087922
Chiaf Ken Small said the pofice departmend has nol yet been served with e lawsul

W thise &5 a dairn that | spedifically oowned anything up, il s vntne dnd has no maid,” be said in an g-mal
iz The Oranga County Reqisier.

Roberts' former wiile atso fiked a lawsuil agairsd the city in November ncluding allegations of rape, destnaction of hamiture and & famsly pachure, and
assault in frond of the couple’s son.

The Orange County Register Is not identfying the girifrend or wits because thay could be victims of seaual assaut,
The gifiricrd sakd she was sbusod By Raborts fram 2006 16 2008, ascording 15 e sut

The sl leges thal that the abise wis nil property repoded B3 the sy cound, the police depariment was niglgent i Supensing Robsrts, and
A1 calls aboul the abuse wene nol followsd up on.

I the sui, the ex-gidfriand says she went 1o Robsars’ home in July 2007 because he “daimed that his ke was over™ and “sounded suicidal " When
sha amived she found that tha home was damaged and ha sodomized her,

T e=girifricnd sakd she tred 10 report the sbuse (o a police walch commander in March or Apnl 2008, but was laber boid thal thene was no mcoed
of fr repoit, Bcconding o e sul

About & month after b seport with B walch cormacder, e Sull clarms hal Roberts geabbed Feer Baca in a downiown alley in Hunlinglion Beach
and tred 10 kiss her. Ha apologized later and asked her to come io his apariment.

Aczorting fo the ex-girfriend, he chokad her of the aparimend, putiing his knee on her chesd and covering her moulh. He then raped her. Aflorward
sha tried bo ascape and he “vicletly tackded har 1o tha ground,” acconding to the lwsuit,

Ad one point e thrsabenad o send intimate pichures of her (o har parents.

T lrwsuil also [Ehed abuse including incidents; when s e grabibed and pushed up againg! & glass wall al a mall in Mewport Beach, b wen 1o
e apamement in e middie of e night and banged on har door and theew rocke 51 The window, and e continueally nerassed her with calls and lex

MEEEAGES.

The Irvine Law Firm of Brown & Charbonneau, LLP
is representing the victims




